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Assessment in the Junior Cycle 

There are three main ways that students will be assessed in the new Junior Cycle. 

- Terminal exams 

- Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) 

- Assessment Tasks 

Terminal exams 

In the full subjects, students will sit a terminal exam at the end of their 3rd year. There 
will only be one paper per subject and these will range from 1.5 to 2 hours. Only 
English, Maths & Gaeilge will be offered at both Higher and Ordinary level, all other 
subjects are studied at Common level. The majority of these exams will make up 
90% of the total marks (in practical subjects the weighting for exams varies). There 
will be no Foundation Level exams.  

The grading classification of the terminal examinations is shown below 

 

Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) 

Classroom-Based Assessments are short projects completed in the 2nd and 3rd year 
where students can demonstrate their learning and skills in ways not possible in a 
pen and paper examination, for example, their verbal communication and 
investigation skills. 
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As the name suggests, CBAs take place in the classroom when all other students 
are present. Students can decide on the topic of their CBAs with the help of their 
teachers and are given three weeks to complete them. The CBAs are then graded by 
the subject teachers at a common level. In Practical classes, the second CBA may 
take the form of a piece of practical work and this will be marked by the State 
Examinations Commission in the normal way. 

In the Classroom-Based Assessments, students will receive one of the following 
descriptors- 

 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment Tasks are undertaken in the 3rd Year after the second CBAs have been 
completed. They are generally designed to make students reflect on their learning 
from completing their CBAs. The Assessment Tasks are set and corrected by the 
State Examinations Commission and are generally worth 10% of the overall grade. 
There are no Assessment Tasks for the Practical subjects: Wood Technology and 
Applied Technology. 

Assessment in the Senior Cycle 
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Wood Technology Junior Cycle 
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Construction Studies Senior Cycle 
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Applied Technology Junior Cycle 
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Technology Senior Cycle 
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Maths Junior Cycle 
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Maths Senior Cycle 
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Science Junior Cycle 
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Biology Senior Cycle 
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Chemistry Senior Cycle 
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Physics Senior Cycle 
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Agricultural Science Senior Cycle 
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Computer Science Senior Cycle 
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Applied Maths Senior Cycle 
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Music Junior Cycle 
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Music Senior Cycle 
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Graphics 
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Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)  

Senior Cycle  
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Visual Art Junior Cycle 
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Art Senior Cycle 
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History Junior Cycle 
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History Senior Cycle 
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French Junior Cycle 
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French Senior Cycle 
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Spanish Junior Cycle 
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Spanish Senior Cycle 
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German Junior Cycle 
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German Senior Cycle 
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English Junior Cycle 
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English Senior Cycle 
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Gaeilge/Irish Junior Cycle 
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Gaeilge/Irish Junior Cycle 
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Geography Junior Cycle 
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Geography Senior Cycle 
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Home Economics Junior Cycle 
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Home Economics Senior Cycle  
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Business Studies Junior Cycle 
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Business Senior Cycle 
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Accounting Senior Cycle 
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Economics Senior Cycle 
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LCVP Link Modules 
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Physical Education Senior Cycle 

 

 


